FIFA have released the full version of the FIFA Laws of the Game - 2010.

The full document is now available for download from www.FIFA.com. The following changes will need to be enforced when all new competition starts:

LAW 2 – THE BALL

Ball pressure increased
The ball pressure has been change from 0.4-0.6 atmospheres to 0.6-0.9 atmospheres at sea level.

LAW 3 – THE NUMBER OF PLAYERS
Number of substitutes
Contrary to previous amendments, the number of substitutes remains at seven. It was only increased for A-International friendlies.

Number of Players
A match may not start if either team consists of fewer than three players.

LAW 7 - THE DURATION OF THE MATCH

Ending the periods of play

The timekeeper indicates the end of each period with the acoustic signal or whistle. After hearing the timekeeper's whistle or acoustic signal, one of the referees announces the end of the period or match with his whistle, bearing in mind the following:

If the ball has been kicked towards one of the goals, the referees must wait for the kick to end before the timekeeper may sound the whistle or acoustic signal. The period ends when:

• the ball goes directly into the goal and a goal is scored

• the ball leaves the boundaries of the pitch

• the ball touches the goalkeeper, the goalposts, crossbar or ground, crosses the goal line and a goal is scored

• the ball touches any player other than the goalkeeper after it has been kicked at the opposing goal and no infringement has been committed that requires a direct free kick or a penalty kick to be retaken or, during the trajectory of the ball, one of the teams does not commit an infringement that is sanctioned with a direct free kick, beginning with the sixth accumulated foul, or a penalty kick

• the defending goalkeeper stops the ball or it rebounds from the goalposts or crossbar and does not cross the goal line

LAW 8 – THE START AND RESTART OF PLAY

A goal cannot be scored directly from the kick-off
The heading says it all. A goal can no longer be scored directly from the kick-off. Like a kick-in, it must touch another player (attacker or defender) before a goal can be awarded.

LAW 12 – FOULS AND MISCONDUCT
Fouls penalised with an direct free kick
The sliding tackle has been made legal

This means that a sliding tackle is assessed in the same way as any other challenge.  If a sliding tackle is careless, reckless, or carried out with excessive force, it is a direct free kick (and disciplinary sanction where appropriate).  Any tackle that endangers the safety of an opponent should be sanctioned as serious foul play.
Fouls penalised with an indirect free kick

An indirect free kick is awarded to the opposing team if a goalkeeper commits any of the following four offences:

• controls the ball with his hands or feet in his own half of the pitch for more than four seconds

• touches the ball again in his own half of the pitch after it has been deliberately kicked to him by a team-mate without an opponent playing or touching it

• touches the ball with his hands inside his own penalty area after it has been deliberately kicked to him by a team-mate

• touches the ball with his hands inside his own penalty area after he has received it directly from a kick-in taken by a team-mate

LAW 13 – FREE KICKS

Infringements and sanctions

Beginning with the sixth accumulated foul, if a free kick is taken by a team-mate of the player who had been identified previously:
• the referees stop play, caution him for unsporting behaviour and restart the match with an indirect free kick to the defending team to be taken from where he kicked the ball

LAW 14 – THE PENALTY KICK

Infringements and sanctions

Stopping after the run up at a penalty kick
This is another change from the instruction at the update session. The full Law text says that when the identified kicker stops at the end of his run up and does not kick the ball the referee should wait for the outcome of the kick to be known. If a goal is scored, the kick is retaken. If a goal is not scored, and indirect free kick is awarded to the opponent from the place at which the kick was taken.

If, while a penalty kick is being taken, the ball is kicked by a team-mate of the player who had been previously identified:

• the referees stop play, caution him for unsporting behaviour and order the match to be restarted with an indirect free kick to the defending team, to be taken from the penalty mark (see Law 13 - Position of free kick)

LAW 15 – THE KICK IN
Kick-in taken within 25cm
The kick-in may now be taken within 25cm of the point where it left the pitch. This may be on or behind the touch line. The ball must still be stationary when played. If the ball does not enter the pitch (which means all of the ball must have been behind the line at all times), the kick in is retaken.

LAW 16 – THE GOAL CLEARANCE

Goal clearance taken incorrectly
When a goalkeeper fails to take a goal clearance correctly and a retake required, the four second count is not reset. When the goalkeeper is ready to take the clearance, the count continues from where previously suspended.

Opponents at the goal clearance
Previously, all opponents were required to be outside the penalty area before a goal clearance could be taken. The Law has been changed to allow opponents to be in the penalty area as long as they do not touch the ball or prevent the clearance from being taken properly in which case the offender should be cautioned.
If the ball is in play and the goalkeeper touches the ball again (except with his hands) before it has touched an opponent (except if it has accidentally touched another player in his team):

• an indirect free kick is awarded to the opposing team, to be taken from the place where the infringement occurred (see Law 13 - Position of free kick)
The goalkeeper cannot receive the ball back in his own half, in general play or after a goal clearance, unless it has touched an opponent.   is allowed for the goalkeeper to receive the ball deliberately in the opponent’s half before it has been touched by an opposing player

LAW 17 – THE CORNER KICK

Four seconds on a corner
When a team takes more than four seconds to take a corner kick, the restart has always been an indirect free kick. The restart is now a goal clearance.
Corner taken incorrectly

When a kicker fails to take a corner kick correctly and a retake is required, again there the four second count is not reset. When the kicker is ready to take the corner, the count continues from where previously suspended.

Referee position for penalty shoot-outs
The position of the referee for the taking for kicks from the penalty mark to decide the match is now on the goal line (approximately two metres from the goals). From here the referee can signal for the kick to be taken, watch goalkeeper encroachment and judge the ball crossing the line. The second referee takes up a position in line with the ball (on the same side as the benches) and makes sure the kick is taken from the penalty mark and monitors the behaviour of the other goalkeeper (who stands on the other side of the ball, six metres from the goal line and at least five metres from the ball.)

Referee position for the kick-off
The position of the referee for the kick off is now on the same side as the benches. The second referee takes up position on the opposite side of the pitch.

Obvious errors
There were also some obvious errors in the new Laws.

At the kick off, if the kicker touched the ball for a second time before another player has touched it, the result is an indirect free kick. If that second touch is by handling the ball, the result is a direct free kick and accumulated foul. The Law incorrectly says indirect free kick.

Also, there are several diagrams showing the "nearest point on the penalty area line". In these diagrams, in each case the line is parallel to the touch line. This is not the case. when the infringement occurs directly in front of the goal, the ball is taken, parallel to the touch line to the penalty area line.

Where the infringement happens inside the penalty area but closer to the touch line than the goal posts, to get the position of the kick, draw a straight line from the nearest goal post, through the position of the infringement and out to the penalty area line. Where that line crosses the penalty area is the "nearest point".

